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Originally chartered in 1827 as The South Carolina Canal 
and Rail Road Company, it was organized and promoted 
by Charleston merchants and business interests for the 
prime purpose of reviving the economic depression of 
that city. 

It was the genius of the citizens of Charleston that the 
route was located, equipment purchased and buildings 
constructed. With a small loan from the State, and with a 
lot of local capital, the railroad was fi nanced.

The fi rst ten years were disappointing. The objective of 
diverting cotton from Savannah to the port of Charles-
ton was not achieved. There were reasons to be proud of 
the railroad though, as it boasted many fi rsts. It was the 
longest railroad in the world when completed. It featured 
the fi rst successful locomotive built in the U.S. And, on 
Christmas Day 1830, it operated the fi rst regularly sched-
uled passenger train in the United States.

Fortunes improved by the 1850s as the Louisville, Cincin-
nati and Charleston line from Branchville to Columbia 
was acquired. After this acquisition the name was changed 
to the South Carolina Railway.

The Greenville & Columbia and the Spartanburg & 
Union were completed and provided connections with the 
upstate at Columbia. And Augusta was fi nally reached with 
the completion of the bridge across the Savannah River. 

The railroad kept rolling along until Sherman destroyed 
much of the line and the collapse of the Confederacy and 
the subsequent depression took its toll.
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Looking across Ann Street, we see the auxiliary addition that connected the stables to the Aiken 
House. This building was enclosed sometime before 1917. The 1857 freight depot is on the right 
and the 1850 warehouse number one on the left.

The three-story part that faced King Street was built with 21” thick brick walls. The foundation was 
24 inches wide and 4 feet deep. The house also featured electric lights with 52 drops, 11 with tin 
shades. The Ann Street facade was stuccoed brick. The carriage building was painted brick.



29

Locomotive 
Shops

The 273-foot long, 2-story machine shop 
paralleling Meeting Street was built in 
1858. As built, the fi rst fl oor was the ma-
chine shop and the second fl oor was the 
woodworking shop. 

(left) On the corner of the street next to the 
shop was the Charleston section foreman’s 
house at 443 Meeting Street. It measured 
16’6” deep, 36’8” wide and 22’2” tall. It 
featured front and back porches.


