Due to technical issues, we are distributing this edition of Among Ourselves separately from your TIES mailing.

concerning membership should continue to be
sent to P. O. Box 1077, Duluth GA 30096. You
can also correspond via e-mail. See the TIES
masthead for the different addresses.

Letter from the President
We hope that, by taking unprecedented
precautions, you continue to be well. Not since
the Spanish influenza outbreak of 1918 have we
been faced with a pandemic of this kind. Our
fervent wish is that you stay in good health and,
after it’s safe to do so, you’ll come to our
Convention and attend our work sessions.

David Clarke, formerly SRHA’s president (19921995), has graciously agreed to serve the
remainder of the term of former board member
Chris Smith, who resigned. February 1 was the
cutoff date for nominations for SRHA’s board of
directors, per SRHA’s by-laws. No nominations
were received. We should all thank incumbents
Eichelberger, Centers, Thurston, and Howe, who
all agreed to serve another two-year term.

Speaking of the Convention, you will find
information on our upcoming Richmond (Va.)
Convention (May 22-25) elsewhere on these
pages. I know many of you wish SRHA could
provide more timely information about our
Conventions – we hear you. We understand this is
a recurring issue. But we do not have, and have
not had, a convention chair to handle such duties
for some years now.

Keep the Green Light Shining and “On to
Richmond”.
--CEA

The day to day operation of SRHA has devolved
to a handful of people, many of whom wear more
than one hat. SRHA is an all-volunteer
organization. Without volunteers, SRHA could
not function, but we need more of them. I ask all
of you again to consider volunteering wherever
your talents and interests might lead you. I think
you will find the work not as time consuming as it
might seem, and the outcome rewarding and
enjoyable. Offering to be our convention chair
would be a good place to start. Contact me at
president@srha.net.

Nominations Are Closed
The following is pursuant to the Board election
provisions in our recently revised by-laws: since
no nominations for Board Members were received
by the Nominating Committee from SRHA
members by February 1, nominations are hereby
closed. Thus, under our rules, the four (4) current
outgoing Board members (Messrs. Eichelberger,
Centers, Thurston, and Howe), who have agreed
to serving another 2 year term, should be accepted
by the Board as nominees and announced as such
in 1st Quarter Among Ourselves and further
announced as new Board members at the May
2020 Annual Membership Meeting.

SRHA no longer rents the familiar P. O. Box 33 in
Spencer, N.C., and has closed that account with
the U. S. Postal Service. The post office will
continue to forward mail from Box 33, but that
won’t last forever. General mail to SRHA should
henceforth be addressed to P. O. 22941,
Chattanooga TN 37422. Correspondence

Jim Howe, SRHA Secretary
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assigned to one of Southern’s officers. (Southern
business cars’ numbers were based on the person
they were assigned to. As people were promoted,
their car numbers changed. At the time of the
Norfolk Southern merger in 1982, car 21 was
Southern car 5. TVRM will restore it as Southern
21 to match the time frame of other passenger
cars of Southern heritage in the museum’s
collection.)

Archives Report
The SRHA archives work sessions are becoming
more productive as more projects get organized
and volunteers decide what they would like to
work on. Organizing and scanning Southern’s
public and employee timetables is nearly complete,
and organizing the reference books by subject
(and removing duplicates to sell in the Grab) is
also coming along. The most progress lately has
been organization of the files from the Mechanical
and Engineering Departments, as well as the
Southern Presidents’ files.

Trucking the car from the St. Louis area to
Chattanooga was almost as expensive as the price
of the car. As purchased, the car came without
trucks or a brake system, so moving it by rail was
not possible. TVRM has not developed a cost
estimate to restore the car fully, but a rough
approximation is $30,000+/-. The speed with
which Southern car 21 is returned to service is
largely dependent on outside donations. Please
consider sending a donation to TVRM,
designating it for car 21’s restoration. If you want
to support this project, send an e-mail to
archives@srha.net and we will pass the
information on to TVRM.

We are making progress on detailed books
concerning Southern’s boxcars. Data from our
rolling stock files are being used in:
•
•
•

A revised, updated edition of the 40’
boxcar book
A new book on 40’ boxcar rebuilds
Volume 2 of Southern’s 50’ boxcars
(1962-1982)

In the past, SRHA books have been produced by
commercial printers and Norfolk Southern’s print
shop. The NS print shop is no longer an option
for us, so if any of members are in the printing
business and can provide a quotation as we get
nearer publication, please send an email to
archives@srha.net.

All things considered, the car is in excellent
condition. Its previous owner completed some
modifications with the intent of making it
Amtrak-compatible. These improvements will
simplify restoration. TVRM intends to operate the
car solely on its trains in Chattanooga and north
Georgia.

The SRHA-sponsored Internet group at
SouthernRailway.groups.io has about 170
subscribers, split about 50-50 between SRHA
members and non-members. Of course, all SRHA
members are welcome to join and participate in
the questions, answers, and material from the
SRHA archives. Upcoming SRHA archives work
session dates (the weekends around the third
Saturday of each month) are listed on
www.srha.net web site. Everyone is welcome to
come and help.

SRHA has provided data recently to TVRM for
several car and locomotive paint and stencil
projects. We have scanned 283 documents, paint
specifications, and drawings for Southern car 21.
If anyone would like to like to see how the
Southern converted, painted and maintained one
of its business cars, send an email to
archives@srha.net and we will return a link where
you can download the entire file.
George Eichelberger, SRHA Archivist

SRHA’s close relationship with TVRM is
producing project results faster than we thought
possible. SRHA members donated to TVRM’s
purchase of the first Southern Railway office car
the museum has ever owned. The car is formerNorfolk Southern 8, Tennessee, which was originally
built as Southern Railway office car 21 at Hayne
Shop from Pullman Point Richmond in 1956.
During construction, the car was identified as
“OC-X”, and later designated car 21 when it was

NS 8, née SOU 21, at TVRM’s Soule Shops, Jan. 15, 2020. TVRM Photo
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